[Function tests for the Eustachian tube. Current knowledge].
The Eustachian tube regulates the homeostasis of the middle ear. Problems with its function are predominantly found in childhood. As a consequence, otitis and hearing impairment occur. The most important muscle is the tensor tympani muscle. The complexity of the functional anatomy and physiology are reasons why no function test alone is capable of fulfilling all diagnostic needs. The predictive value of the various Eustachian tube function tests for the outcome of a tympanoplasty is not yet clear. An overview of clinically and scientifically relevant tests for the Eustachian tube function is provided.